
Grade 4: 

Overview 

  
As fourth graders emerge from the “nine-year change” they can be sturdy, 

self-confident, and robust. One can picture each student standing at the crossing point 
of two universal coordinates. From this vantage point, the study of geography begins 
looking outward in ever widening circles. The first map may be a scale drawing of the 
classroom or the student’s bedroom. From there the geographical outlook is extended 
through the school and home environments into neighboring towns all the way to the 
state boundaries of Florida. Historical vignettes enliven the fourth grader’s connection to 
the land and its use over time.  

The “Crossing Point” appears as a theme for fourth grade in handwork classes 
where students learn the cross-stitch. Form drawings emphasize crossing in intricate 
patterns of braids and knots. The bold, strong use of color creates a sense of 
three-dimensional weaving on paper.  In language, grammar is the focus, and students 
learn correct terminology for parts of speech, verb tenses, punctuation, and the four 
types of sentences.  

Mythologies from Norse countries depict the creation of the world out of fire and 
ice. Fourth graders enjoy the grandeur of characters that inhabit this world: gods and 
giants, dwarfs and humans. They see these characters march unmistakably, step by 
step, toward their doom. As one world is destroyed, another emerges. Students can 
imagine themselves in the new humans that inhabit the dawning world.  

In Mathematics, fourth graders are introduced to fractions—the realm of “less 
than one,” where everything is split into ever-smaller pieces. Looking outward into 
nature, Science studies become more focused and objective. Fourth graders study the 
animal kingdom. They look at animal forms and attributes and view them in relation to 
human form and function. Often, students choose a particular animal to study as part of 
a first research project.  

In music classes, division into smaller groups is bridged by harmony. Each group 
can take part in a round, one group sings while the other echoes.  

The social life of fourth graders is active. They play hard and loudly dispute the 
rules of a game if fairness is at stake. While a good referee ensures a happier outcome 
to the games, students are expected to practice self-control and respect for others. 
Teachers guide students through a process of resolving conflicts when they arise.  
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Work Habits and Attitude:  
 
In grade four, the students should:  
●  Participate in individual and collaborative work  
●  Participate in social activities and practice social inclusion of others  
●  Demonstrate awareness of group needs and respond with appropriate action and 

willingness to help  
● Show respect for their teachers, classmates, property, and materials  
● Work with positive attitude and an openness to feedback even through difficulties  
● Exhibit self-discipline and personal responsibility  
● Work to the best of their ability 
● Complete work on time 
 
 
Language Arts  
 
By the end of grade four, students should be able to:  
● Demonstrate oral comprehension and recall  
● Follow a series of directions  
● Memorize and recite poems and verses with clear diction and fluency  
● Perform in assemblies and plays  
● Apply capitalization and punctuation rules  
● Understand four types of sentences (declarative, interrogative, command, and 

exclamation) and use corresponding punctuation  
● Write three sequential paragraphs with an initial sentence, supporting material, and 

closure  
● Compose an informal letter  
● Do first research project and make an oral presentation discussing it 
● Understand parts of speech and verb tenses  
● Begin to use spelling rules, put words in alphabetical order, use dictionary  
● Write neatly  
● Write and edit compositions on main lesson themes  
● Decode more complex words  
● Read aloud with fluency, clear diction, and inflection  
● Read independently for half an hour  
● Comprehend, recall, and discuss what was read  
● Compose book report and related projects  
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Mathematics: 
 
Grade four skills and topics include:  
● Master four operations with multiple-digit numbers using estimation and rounding off  
● Master the multiplication tables 1-12 
● Long division with multiples of 10 and two-digit numbers  
● Understand Place Values and signs of operation  
● Problems using measurement of time, linear, dry/liquid  
● Practice “mental math” without manipulatives 
● Solve word problems using all four operations(10 thousands or higher)  
● Introduction to fractions: numerator/denominator, equivalent fractions, expand and 

simplify fractions, find simple common denominators, proper/improper fractions and 
mixed numbers  

● Add and subtract fractions  
● Number patterns and prime numbers  
● Simple averages  
● Calculate and draw perspective maps  
 
Natural Science and Social Studies:  
 
In grade four, students should be able to:  
● Animal physiology; compare and contrast with human physiology  
● Mapping skills: classroom, home, and surrounding area  
● Orient with compass directions  
● Learn state geographical regions, the original peoples to settle the area, and the 

influence of the environment on these peoples  
● Local history and geography  
  

  

 * Please note: these are the current standards for Waldorf School of Palm Beach.  
Faculty will strive to maintain these standards and will review them on an annual basis. 
As our program continues to develop, and as our resources may vary, these standards 
are subject to change. 
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